Evaluation of satisfaction with surgical treatment for musculoskeletal dysfunction in children with cerebral palsy.
The variety of symptoms in cerebral palsy (CP) points to the advisability of using the term 'cerebral palsies' to underline the complex nature of the associated musculoskeletal dysfunctions. The incidence of CP is estimated at 1 to 5 in 1000 live born infants. This makes CP one of the main causes of hospitalization in paediatric orthopaedic wards. The complicated nature of the musculoskeletal dysfunctions entails the necessity of employing multiple surgical procedures: starting from multilevel soft tissue operations, to multiple corrective osteotomies, to spinal surgery with implantation of baclofen pumps for subarachnoid administration. The aim of the study was to evaluate the level of satisfaction following surgery in CP children. The study group was composed of 52 children (27 males and 25 females) surgically treated between 1988 and 2001. There were 18 children with hemiparesis, 19 with diparesis and 15 with tetraparesis. A subjective evaluation of the level of the satisfaction of the patient and the parent/guardian after the surgical treatment was carried out during a follow-up examination. Forty-three parents (82.6%) reported improvement after the surgery and declared that they would take the same decision again. Five parents reported no significant change in the quality of life of their children (9.6%), and two (3.8%) reported a deterioration. 1. Multilevel soft tissue release in children with CP significantly improved their quality of life and was associated with a high level of parents'/guardians' satisfaction.